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IN MEMORIAM: A. WALTON LITZ (1929-2014) 
 

   
  From the 1950s to the early 1990s, A. Walton Litz was a 
preeminent modernist scholar. In addition to two widely-read books on 
Joyce—The Art of James Joyce: Method and Design in “Ulysses” and “Finnegans 
Wake” (1961), the starting-point for all genetic studies of Ulysses; and the 
introductory James Joyce (1966)—and many articles and editions, he wrote 
important books and articles on several major modernist poets and 
(perhaps surprisingly) Jane Austen. 
 At Joyce and MLA conferences Litz delivered polished talks in a 
soft Southern accent. Especially memorable were the parties and 
receptions, which he treated as extended dinner parties he could 
congenially host. His generosity was legendary: he’d respond to a question 
like a living MLA Bibliography and Linked-In database with the name of a 
book or article to read, a library to visit, a person to write to. He might 
also introduce you to someone he thought you’d like to know. Some of 
my best and longest lasting friendships began this way. 
 Litz was also a highly effective administrator and award-winning 
teacher at Princeton. He supervised many Ph.D. dissertations on a wide 
range of modernist topics. His intellectual curiosity was infectious, and he 
made an indelible impression. “I wanted to be exactly like Walt” 
(Sebastian Knowles). “He knew what needed to be done, what could be 
done within a certain amount of time. He tried to match what was 
available to people’s interests” (Ron Bush). “I think of how Walt worked 
behind the scenes, with all its associations of benevolence and intrigue. 
He cleared the way for me” (Vicki Mahaffey). “Walt had a skyscraper 
demeanor, dauntingly unscalable at times, yet a stirring example” (Robert 
Spoo). “Hugh Kenner once told me that he thought Walt was the best 
graduate student mentor he had ever known” (Bill Quillian). 

He seemed to embody everything a professor and scholar could 
and should be, and he gave me several important gifts. As I floundered on 
a dissertation, he pointed me to Joyce’s Ulysses manuscripts. He 
introduced me to Hans Gabler, who hadn’t yet thought of editing Ulysses.  
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IN MEMORIAM, CONT’D 

And when Garland Publishing’s Gavin Borden offered him the General Editorship of the project 
that became The James Joyce Archive, he declined and suggested me. 
 In the early 1990s, alcohol ended Walt’s career. He retired early, and the best-connected 
person I knew disappeared almost completely. He survived for over twenty years until he died of 
respiratory failure in June, aged 84.  
 A. Walton Litz showed me the path to a professional lifetime with Ulysses and how to travel 
on it, and I will always be profoundly grateful to him for that. 

Michael Groden 
 

“LET US LEAVE THEORIES THERE AND RETURN TO HERE’S 
HEAR”: A REPORT ON THE XXIV INTERNATIONAL JAMES JOYCE 
SYMPOSIUM 
 

The XXIV International James Joyce Symposium met June 15th-20th at Utrecht Universiteit, 
located in the heart of the Netherlandian metropolis. Walking the bustling, bike-filled streets of 
Utrecht, I could not imagine a place further removed from Stephen’s Sandymount Strand—it is 
certainly not a place you can shut your eyes to “see.” Sightseeing aside, a dominant theme emerging 
from this year’s Symposium would ask us to do just this, to “see” Joyce’s works afresh, using not 
sight, but insight.  

David Pascoe set the tone in his welcoming speech, pinpointing the sights and insights, views 
and reviews that continually sustain and motivate Joyce gatherings and research. My conference 
experience, which I inevitably present in a subjective and selective account, found that the most 
convincing papers endorsed insight over sight, and reviews over views. Keynote speaker Geert 
Lernout paved the way by asking, “Are we prepared to fly by the nets of dogma?” Lernout suggested 
that we give up theories with a capital “T” and read Joyce’s work for what it is, not what we want it 
to be. Rather than read Joyce with “views” that entail ideological preconceptions, it’s time to review 
Joyce’s work anew.  

Leaving Theories behind, “here” panels sought to “hear” Joyce’s work with a number of 
panels on sound, or arguably, the absence thereof. A particularly distinguished and popular panel on 
“Writing Silence” was marked by a notable lack of silence, as many delegates crammed to hear the 
speakers from outside the venue’s open doors. Fritz Senn’s witty and insightful paper “Active 
Silences” considered Joyce’s ability to invoke silence without labelling it. Respondent Murray Beja 
noted that only with Joyce do we need three panels on silence—a topic further rendered recondite 
since there is no such thing as silence. The “active silence” discussed (and made manifest) by this 
panel suggests that sound is more ineluctable than sight. Fittingly, the title of Jeri Johnson’s keynote 
speech “Absence of Light . . . Presence of Noise” further encapsulates this dialectic. 

The Bloomsnight Event and the Bloomsday Banquet provided further opportunities to 
“hear” Joyce’s work anew with dramatic and operatic performances. Those attending the banquet 
participated in a rendition of “Love’s Old Sweet Song,” and memorably, the same evening saw Beja 
named Honorary Trustee of the International James Joyce Foundation. As is often the case, the 
most beneficial, insightful, and passionate discussions took place at these social events, in addition to 
the morning/afternoon teas, lunches, and reading groups. Personally, I found my own insight 
formed here: listening to and learning from new friends, engaging and experiencing. After all, “To 
learn one must be humble. But life is the great teacher” (U 2.406-407). 

Kerri Haggart 
University of Otago 

 


